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Les voyages vers le grand continent blanc organisés par « White Desert 
Antartica » sont sans conteste la plus belle et la plus exclusive manière de 
se rendre vers l’un des endroits les plus retirés de la planète. 

Lorsque l’on se décide de visiter l’immensité de l’Antarctique, le reflex 
habituel serait de voler durant des dizaines d’heures vers l’extrême Sud de 
l’Amérique, de monter dans un bateau de croisière avec des dizaines « voir 
des centaines » d’autres passagers pour une traverser mouvementer de 
plusieurs jours vers la région la plus visitée du continent arctique. Cette 
solution peut être agréable à bord d’un très bon yacht, notamment avec 
Silversea, mais les heures de vol ont toujours aussi insupportable, la petite 
ville d’Ushuaïa aussi maussade et la gamme des visites aussi restreintes à 
des excursions en petits Zodiaks. 

White Desert Antartica propose d’emmener 10 passagers à bord d’un 
avion privé 3 à 4 fois par année uniquement. Au départ de la ville de 
Cape Town, sans décalage horaire pour les Européens, le vol de 5 heures 
se pose sur un aéroport de glace au cœur même du continent, à des 
milliers de kilomètres de toute vie humaine ! 

Durant les 10 jours de cette expédition magnifiquement organisée 
jusqu’aux repas gastronomiques & Champagne, vols en ballon à air 
chaud, escalade de glace, visite des colonies de pingouins empereurs, etc. 
Sans oublier que le soleil de minuit brille également à midi à cette période 
de l’année, alors que les journées sont si courtes en Europe ! 

Les voyages sont toujours adaptés aux envies et capacités des membres de 
l’équipe effectuant l’expédition et un guide de montagne de Chamonix, 
parlant français vous accompagne. Un Safari se combine parfaitement ! 
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L’aéroport « destination inconnue » 
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L’hôtel 
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Y O U R  E X P E R I E N C E
Antarctica    the Seventh Continent     the White Desert It is a landscape unlike anywhere else on the 

planet - so rarely visited, yet utterly beautiful.

White Desert is the only company in the 

World that can take you into the interior of 

Antarctica in luxury and style. Our adventures 

are tailored to each individual client and run 

by a management team that has skied over 

16,000kms in the Polar Regions. As such, we 

understand what it takes to travel to such a 

pristine environment.

A luxurious and ecological camp, superb 

food, and experiences that are as unique as 

they are adventurous. You will see, touch and 

experience a place that is as surreal as it is 

beautiful.

With our polar clothing, and very mild summer 

temperatures, to be able to join us, you only 

need to be in a normal physical condition. We 

operate 4 trips per season with only 10 clients 

on each and so ensure that each day is based 

around just one person – you.

Come with us on an unforgettable journey.
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T E S T I M O N I A L S
A word from some of our previous clients

“The whole experience was quite incredible. The weather was superb and the 

flights to the mountains were simply stunning. I heartily recommend this trip to 

anyone else who is looking for an amazing travel experience in a truly wonderful 

and breathtaking environment.” 

Rick Garratt, 61, South Africa, 2006 

As close to an “Out of this World’ experience as you can get - Seeing is believing 

and you leave humbled and with a great respect for the White Desert - and the 

White Desert team’.

Richard and Suzanne Mason, 60, UK,  2007

“I cant tell you how much I enjoyed it – more than any holiday I have ever been 

on before, every second of the trip has been imprinted in my memory! Every day 

was completely different and held surprises that I had never dreamt of.”

Cathy MacKensie, 37, UK, 2006

“You haven’t experienced life completely until you have listened to the silence 

of the vast white desert at the foot of the Ulvetanna Mountains.”

Ms Kirsten Jensen, 35, South Africa, 2007

“Yes, I have now got the polar “bug”! 

It is no exaggeration to say that the 

whole experience has changed my 

life and the field guides’ expertise, 

knowledge, patience and good 

humour were just part of what made 

the whole journey so memorable.  

Highlights are too numerous to 

recount, but shall anyone ever seek 

affirmation on whether they should 

undertake this adventure, simply have 

them call me.” 

Farzin Pourmokhtar, 37, USA, Dec 2007

“I was able to fly my hot-air balloon over Dronning Maud 

Land, Antarctica and this flight marked the 1st solo free 

flight of a balloon in Antarctica.  All this was done amidst an 

atmosphere of complete luxury and expertise provided by 

premiere Antarctica guides.”

Eric Burhans, 50, USA, Dec 2007
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T H E  E M P E R O R  P E N G U I N S
You will be visiting this immense colony.
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We are offering two different itineraries…

The first two trips focus more on wildlife and trekking. They are suited to those 
who want to take Antarctica at their own pace with visits to extraordinary 
ice caves, scenic flights across the polar plateau and, the highlight of the 
adventure – spending several days amongst the immense Emperor Penguin 
colony.

The second two trips are designed for those wanting more adventure. 
Everything else is the same, but instead of visiting the Emperor Penguins, 
we head off to the unexplored mountain ranges of the Orvin Fella. With our 
expert guides at your side, you will ski through titanic snow fields, ice climb 
up virgin summits, and learn how to harness the wind and kite-ski.

But first, where does it all start…

Y O U R  1 0  D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y
the  s ta r t ing  po int

A R R I VA L  I N  C A P E  T O W N
We ask that you arrive in Cape Town at least two days before your scheduled flight to Antarctica. We have to react to the 
prevailing weather situations and, although rare, may need to alter the tour or flight schedule accordingly. Being in Cape 
Town two days earlier provides flexibility and also gives you a chance to relax before flying South.

Our staff will meet you at Cape Town International airport and take you to your hotel. You then have the rest of the day to 
relax and settle in.

D A Y  B E F O R E  D E PA R T U R E 
During a safety and orientation presentation, our staff will be on hand to offer advice and answer questions about any 
element of the journey. They will be with you every step of the way, from explaining how the clothing systems work, to what 
to pack and of course, what you can expect once actually in Antarctica. 

Please note: we will also be sending out a far more detailed information pack before your arrival in Cape Town.

That evening, over a glass or two of G.H.Mumm ‘Cordon Rouge’ Champagne you will get the chance to meet the other 
clients coming on the adventure and enjoy the hospitality of one of Africa’s most interesting cities. 

D A Y  O F  D E PA R T U R E
We will collect you from your hotel and take you to Cape Town International Airport. Once there, you will board our private 
jet and begin the journey in earnest.

Don’t be too surprised at the check-in desk, as our official destination is labeled “Unknown International Airport”! 

The 5 * Cape Grace Hotel

The stunning Camps Bay Beach
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Y O U R  1 0  D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y
Fl i ght  t o  the  Po lar  Ci rc l e

On board the private jet, you will see the night turn to day as we pass into 
the Antarctic Circle and into the land of the midnight sun. 

The flight itself lasts 5.5hrs. We fly across the entire Southern Ocean and 
pass into 24hr of continuous sunshine.  In the lap of luxury you will be able 
to view hundreds of icebergs, some iridescent blue from their compacted 
ice. 

The plane lands on a specially prepared ice runway and our pilots are 
some of the best in the business. One of our pilots has over 10,000 hours 
experience landing on snow and ice. The flight is the 
perfect introduction to the combination of 
luxury and adventure that you will be 
experiencing in the days to come. 

When the plane taxis to a standstill, 
members of the White Desert 
team will be there to greet you 
as one of the few who have 
ever set foot on Antarctica. 

Our official destination

On board and heading south!

Our private jet landing on the ice runway
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Y O U R  1 0  D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y
Our Camp – Whichaway Perched on top of a 200ft icefall, Whichaway 

camp is the first of its kind. The tents are heated 

and spacious, the views spectacular. 

The camp has an easy and friendly feel to it, 

furnished in the old world opulence of African 

safaris. It is a temporary camp, dismantled each 

season to prevent any environmental damage 

and powered exclusively by wind and solar. 

The main living area comprises of two large, dome 

tents. These are unique – fusing traditional materials 

with cutting-edge technology - and inside, house a 

dining room, library, kitchen and communications 

area. 

There are a further five sleeping tents, each one 

shared by two clients. These are stylish and cozy, 

and heated by their own stove. We also have a 

separate wash tent with a shower room and, from 

the 2008 season onwards, will have wooden sauna 

built in the traditional Finnish style.

An early morning visitor at camp
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Our chef, Jenna Viney, is one of the very best in 

Cape Town, preparing delicious, fresh food three 

times a day. There is seafood and barbequed 

steaks, full English breakfasts and light lunches. 

Come the evening time, we take things easy and 

enjoy a good bottle of wine, whilst reminiscing 

about some of the day’s experiences.

After dinner, our field guides often give a slideshow 

presentation, where they cover topics from the 

local environment to the lesser known stories of 

the early explorers. We regularly have scientists 

from the Russian and Indian base visit Whichaway, 

explaining elements of their latest, often 

groundbreaking research. 

Once at our camp, the philosophy is simple - 

do as much or as little as you like.

Y O U R  1 0  D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y
Our Camp – Whichaway

relaxing outside the two main tents

Your sleeping tents are warm and cosy

The library inside the main tent using the freshest ingredients from Cape Town

We eat 3 course dinners each night
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For the first part of the adventure, settle into our camp and take in the awesome surroundings. From your tent 
window, you can look out over the massive ice cliff and down to the immense ice waves on the horizon. It is simply 
stunning.

Then, each day, our field guides will suggest a number of excursions and activities for you to do. They can be easy 
and relaxing, or adrenalin charged…the choice is yours. We insist on only a small number of clients at camp, so 
there are enough field guides to tailor each experience. 

We go on gentle treks to the nearby oasis and explore ice caves and tunnels. Continuing further, you reach the 
massive ice disturbances on the coast and trekking across them is nothing less than surreal. 

We also go on walks to see the little Adelie penguins that nest on an island near our camp. The penguins themselves 
walk nearly 90km to get there from the open water!

There are picnics on the edge of one of the many lakes near our camp and for the really brave, even the chance 
for an Antarctic swim! From enjoying a glass of GH Mumm Champagne on the crest of a mountain, to visiting one 
of the local science bases, your experience at Whichaway is both unique and genuine.  

17

Y O U R  1 0  D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y
Adventure s  a round Camp
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Y O U R  1 0  D A Y  I T I N E R A R Y
Adventure s  a round Camp

For those wanting more activity, our expert guides will teach you 

the skills of a polar explorer. 

We do technical rock and ice climbing on the nearby Nunatak 

mountain, along with abseils into open crevasses. Our philosophy 

is that it’s about doing whatever it is you want to do. 

In December 2007, one of our clients launched the first ever solo 

balloon flight in Antarctica. Then, in February 2007 another one of 

our clients was an expert cold water swimmer and broke the World 

record for the most southerly swim. 

We’re not expecting everyone to be so extreme, but with our 

guides at your side every step of the way (each of whom has skied 

thousands of kilometres across Antarctica and all have their own 

world records) we can push you as far as you want to go. 

During your time at Whichaway Camp, we’re there to help when 

needed or leave you in peace if you’d prefer. Our job is to ensure 

you are warm, safe and enjoying yourself.  

Looking out to the ice waves

Settling arguments Antarctic style!

Abseiling Ice caves
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Flying in our turbo-prop DC3, you will visit either 
the  Emperor Penguins or the unexplored 
mountains of the Orvin Fella.
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For the 1st and 2nd adventures, we fly two and a half hours along 

the coast to the immense Emperor Penguin colony. 

If you have ever seen ‘March of the Penguins’ then you will have a 

clear appreciation for how spectacular Emperor Penguins can be. 

The colony at Neumeyer is no exception. Over 6,000 birds leave 

the open water and waddle through the bizarre ice formations on 

the frozen sea ice. At Neumeyer, they huddle into an enormous 

colony.

Passing the egg to the males for safekeeping, the females then 

head out to the open water to feed. The males are left behind 

to endure one of the most incredible events in nature - the long 

dark of the Antarctic winter. Without food or water for 4 months, 

they undergo temperatures as low as minus 60 C and winds of 

over 140km/h, losing half their body weight in the process. All the 

while, they hold their precious egg off the ice by balancing it on 

their feet.  

As the Antarctic seasons change and spring arrives, the females 

return to hatch the eggs and we arrive shortly after this in mid-

November. We set up a small camp near the colony and spend 3 

days (depending on the weather) engulfed by the sheer bedlam 

and excitement of the colony at its most busy time. 

The penguins are completely unafraid of humans and this really is 

an experience like no other. This will also be the first time anyone 

but scientists have visited the colony and, with our field guides by 

your side, you will experience one of the greatest and yet, most 

rarely seen wildlife events on the planet!

A newly born chick

A creche of chicks at the colony

A chick chases of a Skua bird
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THE EMPEROR PENGUIN COLONY
The co lony  a t  the  Ekst roem She l f  I ce .

up close and personal:
the emperors are completely
unafraid of humans



There are also replica Scott tents to 

sleep in. These are pyramid tents used 

by the likes of Scott and Shackleton 

on their heroic expeditions at the turn 

of the 20th century. 

The next day involves going out and 

exploring our surrounding region. 

From huge abseils, ice climbs and ski 

trips, we do it all. Weaving through 

the kilometer deep crevasses that roll 

out from the base of the mountains is 

a truly unforgettable experience. 

On good wind days, we will also use 

our specialised kites, teaching you 

the basics of kite-skiing, the newest 

form of polar travel! Only a handful of 

people have ever kited in Antarctica 

and speeding across the snow with 

the kite effortlessly powering you 

along is a truly exceptional feeling. 

This part of the trip is about 

experiencing the thrills of being a 

polar explorer, without having to ski 

the equivalent of a double marathon 

a day and eat vast quantities of raw 

butter!
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EXPEDITION TO THE MOUNTAINS
Into  the  unexp lo red . . .

If you are on the 3rd or 4th adventure, you will be joining us for a 3-5 day 

expedition to the mountains. 

Although no previous experience is required and you only need to be 

in normal physical shape to participate, this part of the experience is 

geared more to those looking for adventure and a real taste of what its 

like to be on a polar expedition. 

Boarding our ‘turbo prop’ DC3 plane, we fly across the mighty peaks of 

one of the least explored regions in all of Antarctica. From the windows 

of the plane, you see Antarctica’s sheer vastness unfold beneath you. 

Destination: ‘Wolf’s Fang’ or “Ulvetanna” (as it was first named by 

the early Norwegian explorers) is widely regarded as one of the most 

beautiful mountains on earth.

Our Expedition camp has modern, high tech tents to sleep in and 

although more basic than Whichaway, it is still a comfortable and safe 

place to stay. When snow conditions allow, the more adventurous can 

spend a night in a beautifully sculpted igloo. It’s quite an experience to 

wake up in the morning with the soft blue light shining through a cocoon 

of ice.

Setting up the expedition camp

Setting up the expedition camp

Exploring the vast landscape

Setting up the expedition camp

Jumping for joy in the midnight sun

Trekking through the immense landscape
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“My trip to Antarctica was an amazing adventure and the unique experiences 

exceeded all of my expectations.  White Desert combines the best of excitement 

and relaxation - ice climbing followed by champagne in the snow was wonderful.

I can’t wait to go back to Antarctica!”

David Higgins, 37, UK, Dec 2007
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Stephane
Husson
Field
Guide

Jenna
Viney
Chef

Victor
Serov 
Logistical
Coordinator 

After graduating from The Culinary 
Academy in Cape Town in 2001, Jenna 
went on to spend six years working in one 
of Cape Town’s best restaurants – Ginja. 
She has also worked as a private chef 
for high profile film clients and on a day-
to-day basis, plays an important role in a 
gourmet events company in Cape Town. 

A creative and highly talented chef, 
Jenna also has a disarming ability to 
take everything in her stride...the perfect 
combination of skills to ensure the food 
is spectacular, even in a place such as 
Antarctica.

A certified high mountain guide from the 
famous climbing village of Chamonix in 
France, Stephane is truly a World Class ice 
climber. He began climbing at 2 years old 
and has gone on to complete some of the 
toughest climbs that exist, from the North 
Face of the Eiger to snow boarding down 
7,000m peaks in the ex-Soviet union! 

Ice climbing and mixed-climbing are 
Stephane great passions and he has 
about fifty first ascents to his credit. Having 
been a finalist in every single ice climbing 
Championship since 2000, it goes without 
saying that The White Desert team are 
seriously excited about the exceptional 
level of mountaineering skill Stephane 
brings!

With over 26 years working in a polar 
environment, very few people on earth 
can match Victor’s profound and 
extremely specialized experience of both 
the Arctic and Antarctica. He is one of the 
great names of polar exploration having 
successfully completed many of his own 
record-breaking expeditions. He has been 
to the North Pole no less than 22 times!

Despite such impressive achievements, 
Victor is both modest and very 
approachable, imparting his knowledge 
with gentle ease. 
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M E E T  T H E  T E A M

Robyn
Garratt
Client and
Media 
Relations

Having been part of the youngest and 
fastest team to ever reach the South Pole 
in 2002, Patrick went on to lead the first 
ever East to West traverse of Antarctica 
covering 1,850km in a total of 75 days. 
Outside of the polar world, he has been on 
many successful expeditions, summiting 
unclimbed mountains in Tibet and 
Kyrgyzstan, kayaking down unchartered 
rivers in the Amazon and being part of 
the team to set the fastest crossing of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

A Prince’s Trust Ambassador and a 
motivational speaker, Patrick will be 
accompanying the clients in both South 
Africa and Antarctica.

Antarctica is the only stretch of land on the planet not owned by any single nation - making 
it appropriate that our camp is run by a team comprising of five separate nationalities! 

Patrick
Woodhead
Managing
Director 

Paul
Landry
Camp
Manager 

Having spent 2 months in Antarctica and 
then skied to the North Pole in 2006, Robyn 
combines her polar experience with 
accomplished business achievements. 
She runs her own PR agency in London 
and will be based in both Cape Town 
and Antarctica throughout the Antarctic 
season.  

Affable, energetic and with organisational 
skills to put soldier ant to shame, Robyn 
will be on hand to assist clients throughout 
their journey whilst also liaising with our 
business and media partners.

Arguably the most experienced polar 
guide of all time, Paul has skied to the North 
Pole four times and the South Pole three 
times - twice with Patrick. No one else on 
Earth can claim such achievements.

Despite having set so many World 
records, Paul is very friendly and laid back 
when sharing his incredible amount of 
experience. He has worked for the last 25 
years in adventure tourism and has the 
knowledge to ensure a highly enjoyable 
and safe experience for the clients. 
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White Desert understands and respects that Antarctica is a highly sensitive 
wilderness.

As such, we operate in strict accordance to the environmental tourism 
guidelines laid out in the Antarctic Treaty. We also go further and operate 
our own zero impact policy. 

To achieve this, our temporary camp is dismantled each season, leaving 
no trace, while all human waste is transported out of Antarctica on regular 
flights and disposed of responsibly in South Africa. 

The entire camp is powered by renewable energy, using solar panels 
supplied by Cleversolar and a portable wind turbine, to take advantage 
of Antarctica’s abundant supply of natural power. 

White Desert is an accredited CarbonNeutral® company and offsets all 
emissions from our flights to Antarctica and the associated logistics once 
there, through a portfolio of Carbon projects. Currently, we are supporting 
woodland replanting projects in the UK. 

Using our accredited CarbonNeutral® flight calculator, White Desert will 
also pay to offset the carbon produced by all our clients flying to and 
from Cape Town International. Just let us know your starting destination 
and we will do the rest!

For more information, please visit our website – 
www.white-desert.com

ZERO environmental print means...

A TEMPORARY CAMP
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
RENEWABLE POWER

...and CarbonNeutral® for the entire experience.
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O U R  E N V I R O N M E N T
Zero  Impact



 

 

Asie du Sud Est 
Thaïlande – Indonésie – Chine – Myanmar – Laos – Cambodge – Vietnam 

Malaisie – Singapour – Philippines – Corées du sud & Nord – Mongolie – Japon 

 
Océan Indien & Subcontinent Indien 

Île Maurice – Seychelles – Madagascar – Îles Maldives 
Inde – Sri Lanka – Bhoutan – Népal 

 

Australie & Océan Pacifique 
Australie – Nouvelle Zélande – Îles Fidji – Polynésie française 

 
Moyen-Orient 

Emirats Arabes Unis – Oman – Qatar – Bahreïn – Iran – Yémen – Liban – Syrie 

 
Afrique 

Afrique du sud – Botswana – Namibie – Zambie – Zimbabwe – Mozambique 
Malawi – Kenya – Tanzanie – Ouganda – Rwanda – Ethiopie – Egypte - Maroc  

 
Amérique Latine & îles des Caraïbes 

Mexique – Pérou – Costa Rica – Equateur – Belize – Guatemala – Chili – Bolivie 
Argentine – Brésil – Caraïbes – Grandes & Petites Antilles - Cuba 

Agent officiel « Afrique » 
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